
ERA YOUNG EUROPEAN 

LAWYERS ACADEMY 
EU Law and Digitalisation 

28 October 2025 (online) /  

24 November - 1 December 2025 (f2f) 

• ERA Conference Centre, Trier, 24-29 November 2025 

• Court of Justice of the European Union, Luxembourg: 27 November 2025 

• European Court of Human Rights and European Parliament, 
Strasbourg: 1 December 2025

Speakers 

Olivier Belleflamme, Senior Associate IP/IT & Data Protection, AKD 
Benelux Lawyers, Brussels 

Davor Derenčinović, Judge, European Court of Human Rights, 
Strasbourg 

Theresa Ehlen, Partner, IT&IP Law, Freshfields, Frankfurt 
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Eduardo Gill-Pedro, Professor, Lund University, Lund 
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Sofia Spyropoulos, Administrator, Registry of the General Court of the 
European Union, Luxembourg 

Key topics 
• EU litigation

• The EU Charter of
Fundamental Rights

• Rule of law

• Data protection

• Improving digital skills

• Applying new technology in
a lawyer’s daily work

Language 
English 

Event number 
425DT37-38 

Organisers  
Mareike Hoffmann, ERA 

Co-funded by the European Union 



  Young European Lawyers Academy 

Tuesday, 28 October 2025 – Online 

15:45 Opening of Zoom room 

16:15 Opening and introduction 
Mareike Hoffmann 

16:45 Q&A: Introduction to EU law 
Eduardo Gill-Pedro 

17:15 Short break 

17:30 Workshop: cases on EU law 
Eduardo Gill-Pedro 

19:00 End of online seminar 

Monday, 24 November 2025 – Trier 

08:30 Arrival and registration of participants 

09:00 Opening and introduction 
Viktor Vadász, Deputy Director of ERA 

09:15 Group picture 

09:20 Icebreaker exercise 
Mareike Hoffmann 

I. LITIGATION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION

09:45 Practical tips for lawyers on how to bring a direct action 

• How to prepare an action and submit procedural documents

• How to prepare for the oral phase
Bram Hoorelbeke

10:45 Coffee break 

11:15 CASE STUDY: Direct actions 
 Bram Hoorelbeke 

12:45 Lunch 

13:45 Reference for a preliminary ruling: practical advice for lawyers 
Maarja Pild-Freiberg 

14:45 Coffee break 

15:00 CASE STUDY: Preliminary ruling procedure 
Maarja Pild-Freiberg 

16:30 End of day one 

18:00 Dinner and wine-tasting  
at Zur Steipe, Dietrichstraße 54, 54290 Trier 
Meeting point: ERA main entrance 

Tuesday, 25 November 2025 – Trier 

II. EU DIGITAL LAWS

09:00 The regulatory landscape regarding new technologies 

• AIA, DSA/DMA, Product Liability Directive

• General principles and the Charter

• The interaction of the different laws with each other
Theresa Ehlen, Christina Möllnitz-Dimick

Objective 

This intensive training is intended for 
young European lawyers who would like 
to learn about cross-cutting areas of EU 
law and digitalisation and to be able to 
contribute to the effective and coherent 
application of EU law. 

Who should attend? 

The project focuses on lawyers in private 
practice at the beginning of their career. 
’Young lawyers’ are those who are, at 
the time of registration, considered 
trainee lawyers under national law, 
including those who are in an induction 
or apprenticeship period; in jurisdictions 
in which initial training does not include a 
period of legal practice, newly qualified 
lawyers with less than three years of 
experience can apply. 

Venue 

ERA (Academy of European Law) 
Metzer Allee 4 
54295 Trier 
Germany 

Your contacts 

Mareike Hoffmann 
Course Director 
E-Mail: mhoffmann@era.law
Tel.: +49 651 9 37 37-414

Tatsiana Bras-Goncalves 
Assistant 
E-Mail: tbras@era.int
Tel.: +49 651 9 37 37-423

For further information 

yela.era.int 

mailto:mhoffmann@era.law
mailto:tbras@era.int


10:00 CASE STUDY: Regulating new technologies 
Theresa Ehlen, Christina Möllnitz-Dimick 

11:00 Coffee break 

11:30 CASE STUDY: Regulating new technologies (continued) 
Theresa Ehlen, Christina Möllnitz-Dimick 

12:30 Lunch 

13:30 Upholding EU fundamental rights in the digital era 
Francesca Palmiotto 

14:45 Coffee break 

15:00 CASE STUDY: Conducting a fundamental rights impact assessment 
Francesca Palmiotto 

16:30 End of day two 

Wednesday, 26 November 2025 – Trier 

III. DATA PROTECTION IN THE EUROPEAN UNION

09:00 EU data protection law – fundamentals of the legal framework 
Isabela Rosal Santos 

10:00 Challenges at the intersection of new technologies with privacy 

• Recent GDPR enforcement actions and court decisions

• Evolving interpretations of GDPR provisions

• Intersection of GDPR with new technologies (e.g. AI, blockchain)
Isabela Rosal Santos

11:00 Coffee break 

11:30 Workshop: Exercising data subjects’ rights in the light of new 
technologies 
Isabela Rosal Santos 

12:30 Discussion 

13:00 Lunch 

14:00 Roles and responsibilities of data controllers and data processors 

• Evolving roles in the era of complex data ecosystems

• Emerging responsibilities: compliance, security measures and sub-processor
management

• Challenges for data controllers: AI, cloud services, data minimisation
Olivier Belleflamme

15:15 Coffee break 

15:30 WORKSHOP: Case study on how to identify roles and responsibilities of 
data controllers, processors and (joint) controllers 
Olivier Belleflamme 

17:00 End of day three 

19:00 Dinner at Das Weinhaus, Brückenstraße 7, 54290 Trier 

Discover Trier 

Trier is a great 
experience: few 
small European 
cities have so 
much to offer 
the visitor. The 
former Roman 

capital with its centuries-old buildings, 
monuments and vineyards can hardly be 
described in words. During your stay Trier, 
we suggest you spend your free time 
discovering the Porta Nigra, the Cathedral 
of Saint Peter or the Constantine Basilica, 
all within easy reach of the venue. 

Social programme in Trier 
After a day’s intensive training, enjoy our 

varied social programme in Trier: the 

dinner with fellow participants from various 

countries, a wine-tasting and on Saturday a 

tour of the historic city of Trier. 

Celebrate the magic of the 
holiday season at the Christmas 
markets in Trier and Strasbourg! 

In Trier, Germany's oldest city, you'll 
discover a traditional Christmas market that 
features over 90 charming wooden stalls. 
Explore the market's picturesque setting in 
the cathedral square, where you can warm 
up with a cup of mulled wine and indulge in 
regional specialties like gingerbread and 
bratwurst.   
www.trierer-weihnachtsmarkt.de  

In Strasbourg, known as the "Capital of 
Christmas," you will be greeted by a 
fairytale-like experience. With over 300 
chalets scattered throughout the city 
center, you'll have plenty to explore. Lose 
yourself in the aromas of cinnamon and 
spices as you wander through illuminated 
streets and be sure to try the famous 
Alsatian treats, such as pretzels and 
flammekuchen (a delicious flatbread).  
and Christmas markets - Noël à 
Strasbourg, where you'll find details on 
dates and opening hours.”   

http://www.trierer-weihnachtsmarkt.de/
https://noel.strasbourg.eu/en/le-marche-de-noel-de-strasbourg
https://noel.strasbourg.eu/en/le-marche-de-noel-de-strasbourg


Thursday, 27 November 2025 – Trier, Luxembourg 

IV. VISIT TO THE COURT OF JUSTICE OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

06:50 Departure by coach to Luxembourg 
Meeting point: ERA courtyard  

08:20 Entering the Court of Justice 

08:45 Briefing on the case 

09:30 Hearing 

11:30 Guided tour of the building 

12:15 Meeting with Judge Anna Marcoulli 

13:00 Lunch at self-service canteen at the CJEU 

14:15 Access to a lawyer, legal presentation, and legal aid before the CJEU 
Sofia Spyropoulos 

15:00 End of the visit and return to Trier at 15:00* 
* Participants have the opportunity to stay in Luxembourg for the afternoon and return to Trier using
their own means 

Friday, 28 November 2025 – Trier 

V. THE RULE OF LAW: NEW TECHNOLOGIES AND THE JUSTICE SYSTEM

09:00 Protecting the rule of law in the EU 

• Toolbox of the EU to safeguard the rule of law

• Recent case law of the CJEU
Goral Selanec

10:00 Coffee break 

10:30 Access to justice before independent and impartial courts in the light of 
new technologies 
Goral Selanec 

12:00 Lunch 

13:00 CASE STUDY: Dangers of algorithms to the rule of law 
Goral Selanec 

14:30 Coffee break 

14:45 Workshop on application of technology in a lawyer’s daily work 
Salim Feghali 

17:00 End of day five 

19:00 Dinner at Weinwirtschaft Friedrich-Wilhelm, Weberbach 75, 54290 Trier 

Saturday, 29 November 2025 – Trier 

10:00 Guided walking tour of the city 
Duration: 2 hours 
Meeting point: reception of Hotel Vienna House Easy 

Free afternoon 

Discover Strasbourg 

Visit iconic 
Strasbourg 
Cathedral, a 
masterpiece 
of Gothic 
architecture. 
Wander 
through the 
charming 
streets of La 
Petite France, 
lined with half-
timbered 
houses and picturesque canals. Explore 
the European Quarter, home to the 
European Parliament and other EU 
institutions and enjoy Alsatian cuisine like 
flammekueche and choucroute.  

e-Learning
Training materials

Here you can find the 
presentations of speakers 
from the previous YELA.  

Selected presentations are available as 
video podcasts and marked with a 
corresponding video icon. The materials 
are updated after every YELA, so make 
sure to check in again! 

yela.era.int/training-materials 

Resources 

For resources on different topics of EU 
law, including speakers’ slides on 
different topics, video recordings and e-

learning courses, visit: 
resources.era.int/ 

Networking 
Young Friends of ERA 

The Young Friends of ERA is a network 
open to legal professionals under the 
age of 35 or within 5 years of 
qualification with an interest in EU law 
who want to stay in touch with the 
Academy of European Law and to 
support our work. 

If you are a young professional in the early 

stage of your legal career, this is the right 

place for you. 

Join the LinkedIn 
Group and learn 
more about the 
network! 

https://resources.era.int/


Sunday, 30 November 2025 – Trier, Strasbourg 

09:30 Departure by coach to Strasbourg 
Meeting point: reception of Hotel Vienna House Easy 

13:30 Arrival in Strasbourg  
(luggage storage at Le Grand Hôtel, 12 Pl. de la Gare, 67000 Strasbourg) 

15:00 Check-in at the Le Grand Hôtel, 12 Pl. de la Gare, 67000 Strasbourg 

19:00 Dinner at Maison Kammerzell, 16 Pl. de la Cathédrale, 67000 Strasbourg 

Monday, 1 December 2025 – Strasbourg 

VI. VISIT TO THE EUROPEAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE EUROPEAN
PARLIAMENT

08:30 Visit to the ECtHR 

• Video of the Court

• Presentation of the Court Registry and the work of the Court

10:15 Meeting with Judge Davor Derenčinović 

11:15 Guided Tour of the EP (optional) 

13:00 Distribution of lunch packages at the EP and end of the course 

For programme updates: www.era.int 

Programme may be subject to amendment. 

Times indicated are CET 
(Central European Time) 

SAVE THE DATE 

Strategic Fundamental Rights 
Litigation 
Protecting Fundamental Rights through 
European Courts 
20-21 October 2025 | Trier

Annual Conference on the Rights 
of Persons with Disabilities 2025 
5-7 November 2025 | Online

Privacy and Data Protection: 
Recent ECtHR and CJEU Case 
Law 
2-3 December 2025 | Trier & Online

Human Rights and Criminal 
Procedure: Recent ECtHR Case 
Law 

Annual Conference on AI Systems 
and Fundamental Rights 2026 
15-17 April 2026 | Online

Important note
Young lawyers up to the age of 30 receive a 
25% discount on ERA standard conference 
fees. 

http://www.era.int/
https://www.era.int/cgi-bin/cms?_SID=0b66c1e854726416a788addc7adc6c502b2e6eb601194175093596&_sprache=en&_bereich=artikel&_aktion=detail&idartikel=133449
https://www.era.int/cgi-bin/cms?_SID=0b66c1e854726416a788addc7adc6c502b2e6eb601194175093596&_sprache=en&_bereich=artikel&_aktion=detail&idartikel=133449
https://www.era.int/cgi-bin/cms?_SID=0b66c1e854726416a788addc7adc6c502b2e6eb601194175093596&_sprache=en&_bereich=artikel&_aktion=detail&idartikel=133272
https://www.era.int/cgi-bin/cms?_SID=0b66c1e854726416a788addc7adc6c502b2e6eb601194175093596&_sprache=en&_bereich=artikel&_aktion=detail&idartikel=133272
https://www.era.int/cgi-bin/cms?_SID=0b66c1e854726416a788addc7adc6c502b2e6eb601194175093596&_sprache=en&_bereich=artikel&_aktion=detail&idartikel=133434
https://www.era.int/cgi-bin/cms?_SID=0b66c1e854726416a788addc7adc6c502b2e6eb601194175093596&_sprache=en&_bereich=artikel&_aktion=detail&idartikel=133434
https://www.era.int/cgi-bin/cms?_SID=0b66c1e854726416a788addc7adc6c502b2e6eb601194175093596&_sprache=en&_bereich=artikel&_aktion=detail&idartikel=133434
https://www.era.int/cgi-bin/cms?_SID=0b66c1e854726416a788addc7adc6c502b2e6eb601194175093596&_sprache=en&_bereich=artikel&_aktion=detail&idartikel=133508
https://www.era.int/cgi-bin/cms?_SID=0b66c1e854726416a788addc7adc6c502b2e6eb601194175093596&_sprache=en&_bereich=artikel&_aktion=detail&idartikel=133508
https://www.era.int/cgi-bin/cms?_SID=0b66c1e854726416a788addc7adc6c502b2e6eb601194175093596&_sprache=en&_bereich=artikel&_aktion=detail&idartikel=133508
https://www.era.int/cgi-bin/cms?_SID=f1b1a484964ad0bf084a09de7b08fc53ab8adf9b01285628542586&_sprache=en&_bereich=artikel&_aktion=detail&idartikel=133910
https://www.era.int/cgi-bin/cms?_SID=f1b1a484964ad0bf084a09de7b08fc53ab8adf9b01285628542586&_sprache=en&_bereich=artikel&_aktion=detail&idartikel=133910


Terms and Conditions 

Eligibility to participate: 

1. Citizenship of, residency in or place of work in should be a country eligible for the
Justice Programme (all Member States except Denmark; including Albania, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Kosovo*, Moldova** and Ukraine).

2. The academy is open to lawyers in private practice at the beginning of their career.
’Young lawyers’ are those who are, at the time of registration, considered trainee
lawyers under national law, including those who are in an induction or apprenticeship
period; in jurisdictions in which initial training does not include a period of legal
practice, newly qualified lawyers with less than three years of experience can apply.
The organisers reserve the right to request proof of apprenticeship or qualification
during the application process.

3. Participants should have a working knowledge of English.

Participation costs 

4. Young lawyers nominated by Bars financing the project participate free of charge or
will be reimbursed by their bars. For participants applying independently or through
other Bars, a fee of €275 will be charged, no discounts are given.

Travel, Accommodation and Catering 

5. Applications will be subject to a selection procedure. ERA will send confirmation of
selection to each participant individually. Unsuccessful applicants will also be notified
individually. Confirmed participants are eligible to receive a fixed contribution towards
their travel expenses following the event.

6. Accommodation will be provided from Sunday evening till the end of the course for all
participating young lawyers (whether nominated or applying independently).
Accommodation in both Trier and Strasbourg is booked by and paid for by ERA.

7. All young lawyers (whether nominated or applying independently) selected to participate
in the course will receive a contribution to their travel costs depending on the distance
from their place of work. Participants can use any form of travel. YELA starts in Trier
and finishes in Strasbourg. Travel should be booked accordingly. Participants are
obliged to confirm their participation by submitting their travel arrangements, otherwise
a different candidate will be chosen. Should the participant cancel their participation for
any reason, no travel contribution will be paid. The travel contribution is based on the
distance between the place of work and the event venue (distance only one way – the
contribution amount is for the total travel cost). The contribution amount is for the total
travel cost and will not take account of the participant’s actual travel costs. The
precondition for payment of the travel cost contribution is confirmed attendance at all
events (webinar, intensive course). Transfers Trier to Luxembourg (return) and to
Strasbourg (one way) are arranged and paid for by ERA. Please note that no
contribution will be paid for travel under 50km.

The travel contribution will be calculated as follows 

51-199 km € 100 

200-399 km € 200 

400-600 km € 245 

601-800 km € 261 

801-1200 km € 276 

1201-1600 km € 288 

Over 1601 km € 369 

To calculate the distance please use this calculator: 

https://commission.europa.eu/funding-tenders/procedures-guidelines-

tenders/information-contractors-and-beneficiaries/calculate-unit-costs-eligible-

travel-costs_en. 
As YELA has two event venues (Trier, Strasbourg), please use the mean 

distance between your workplace and Trier, and your workplace and Strasbourg. 

For example: Barcelona–Trier 993 km; Strasbourg-Barcelona 912 km 

> Mean distance: (993+912)/2 = 952 km > € 276

Looking to apply your EU 
law knowledge? 
Participate in the Young European 

Lawyer’s Contest!  

Working on case studies, you will 

compete in a team against 

lawyers from all over Europe in 

either Brussels, Lisbon or 

Barcelona to advance to the finals. 

The qualifying teams will 

participate in litigation and 

negotiation exercises during the 

finals in Trier and compete to win 

the chance to argue the moot 

court before the General Court of 

the EU. Applications are open 

now until 15 December 2025! 

For more information check out: 

https://yelc.era.int/ 

https://commission.europa.eu/funding-tenders/procedures-guidelines-tenders/information-contractors-and-beneficiaries/calculate-unit-costs-eligible-travel-costs_en
https://commission.europa.eu/funding-tenders/procedures-guidelines-tenders/information-contractors-and-beneficiaries/calculate-unit-costs-eligible-travel-costs_en
https://commission.europa.eu/funding-tenders/procedures-guidelines-tenders/information-contractors-and-beneficiaries/calculate-unit-costs-eligible-travel-costs_en


8. Successful applicants will be sent the relevant claim form and information on how
to obtain payment of the contribution to their expenses. Please note that no payment
is possible if the registered participant cancels their participation for any reason.

9. Catering during the day is provided by ERA where indicated. For more information
on dinners and the social programme please check the detailed programme.
Breakfasts are included with the accommodation.

10. No per diem or daily allowance is offered.

Participation  

11. The selected participants will be asked to book their travel as soon as possible and
confirm their itinerary to ERA. Participants are obliged to confirm their participation
by submitting their travel arrangements, otherwise a different candidate will be
chosen. 

12. Participation at the whole academy (webinar and intensive course) is required and
participants’ presence will be recorded. 

13. A list of participants, including each participant’s working address, will be made
available to all participants unless ERA receives written objection from the
participant no later than one week prior to the beginning of the first event.

14. Participants are asked to give permission for their address and other relevant
information to be stored in ERA’s database in order to provide information about
future ERA events, publications and/or other developments in the participant’s area
of interest.

15. A certificate of attendance will be distributed after the end of the course.

* this designation is without prejudice to positions on status and is in line with UNSCR 1244/1999 
and the ICJ opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence.

** this designation applies to the extent that participants do not replace the European quotas 
provided for.provided for.




